
Oxhill Nursery School 
Curriculum Overview 

 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

Transition   
& Progress 
 

Settling in / beginning 
to learn independence. 
 

Progress 
meetings/progress 
reports on class do jo 

Settling in / beginning 
to learn independence. 
 

Progress update 
Meetings 

Settling in / beginning 
to learn independence. 
 

Preparing for their 
transitions into 
preschool / end of year 
progress summary 

Possible 
themes, 
interests, 
lines of 
enquiry 
 

Autumn colours / 
treasures 
 

Emotion monsters 
 

Dinosaurs 
 

Bonfire night 
-Firework safety  
 
Christmas crafts  
 
  

Spring/ winter 
Arctic/Antarctic 
animals 
 
 
 
 

Sowing flower seeds to 
attract bees and 
butterflies 
 

Planting / gardening 
 

Farm Animals  

Summer 
 

Mini Beasts 
 

Oral Health 
(National Smile Month)  
 

Jungle Animals 

Summer holidays 
 
Seaside 
 
Friendships 
 
 

Changing 
seasons 
 
 

 

Harvesting Autumn 
vegetables from the 
allotment e.g. potatoes 
and pumpkins, 
squashes  

 

Autumn walk  
– taking notice of the 
leaves changing colour  
Carol Singing 
- to our neighbours in 
Mandela Close 
 

 

Winter 
-Snow & icy puddles 
(melting and freezing)  
-sledging and making 
snow sculptures  
 

 

Looking out for signs of 
spring 
 

Planting vegetable and 
flowers in our 
allotment  
 

New life- on the Farm  

 

Noticing summer 
flowers and exploring 
mini beasts 
 

Sun safety – sunscreen 
 
 

 

How does our garden 
grow?  
 
What can we eat and 
cook with what we 
have grown so far? 

Special 
Festivals 
and events 
 
 
 
 

 

Harvest 
 
Halloween  
 
 
 
 

 

Bonfire night  
 

Remembrance Day 
(significance of the 
poppy) 
 

Christmas -Christian 
festival celebrating the 
birth of Jesus 

 

Chinese New year 
-To celebrate the new 
luna year. Each year is 
named after an animal. 
 

 Valentine’s Day  - 
Random acts of 
kindness/ Who do we 
love – family, friends, 
pets? 

 

Easter 
-spring, and new 
beginnings  
 

Holi (festival of colour) 
Hindu festival 
celebrating spring, love 
and new life 

 

Visit to the seaside 
-Family day to South 
Shields  
 
Sponsored Toddle 
 
National smile month 

 

Family Garden Day 
-stay and play 



 

Key Books Room on the Broom 
by Julia Donaldson – 
Rhyming, alliteration, 
imagination,  
 

The colour Monster by 
Anna Llenas – 
emotions, feelings, 
colour – The message 
is used throughout the 
year to help children to 
recognise and talk 
about and understand 
their emotions. This 
story is revisited each 
term.  
 

Maisy starts nursery-
by Lucy Cousins- new 
experiences, sharing, 
friendships – This book 
is revisited each term 
for the new intake of 
two-year-olds 

The story of the first 
Christmas (various 
authors) 
 
Maisy’s Christmas Eve- 
by Lucy Cousins- 
friendship, teamwork 
celebrations. 
 
Fancy Dress 
Christmas-dress up, 
friendships, animals, 
guessing, interaction 
and anticipation.  

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes by 
Jan Fearnley 
-sharing, caring, taking 
turns, feelings, writing 
lists – mark making 
 
Guess How Much I 
Love You - by Sam 
McBratney – 
understanding our 
feelings, special 
people,  
 
 
 
 

Jaspers bean stalk  by 
Sam Godwin – covers 
the growth of a plant 
for seed to full flower 
 
Oliver’s Vegetables by 
Vivian French 
-Relationships, likes 
and dislikes, 
knowledge of where 
food comes from 
 
Maisy’s Tractor-by 
Lucy cousins. 
Transport, farm 
animals, sounds 
 

The very hungry 
caterpillar by Eric 
Carle  - days of the 
week, story sequences, 
different foods types, 
specific vocabulary 
related to the changes 
of a butterfly  
Alliteration: light/leaf/ 
little/ lay 
 
-Walk Through The 
Jungle by Julie 
Lacombe 
Seeing, Listening and 
hearing.  
 
 

Sharing a Shell by Julia 
Donaldson – feelings, 
story settings, habitats, 
friendships 
 
Book: Big read bath by  
Julia Jarman– patterns, 
colour, adventure, 
story settings.  
 
 
Fancy Dress Jungle- by 
friendships, dress up, 
jungle animals and 
sounds.  

Songs & 
Rhymes 
 
 

Autumn songs: 
-Dingle dangle 
scarecrow 
-3 little leaves 
-1 little, 2 little, 3 little 
witches  
-Traditional nursery 
rhymes 

Christmas songs: 
-When Santa got stuck 
up the chimney 
-We wish you a merry 
Christmas 
-Rudolf the red nose 
reindeer  
-Christmas pudding  

Winter Songs: 
-Frosty the snowman 
-I’m a little snowman  
-5 little snowmen 
- Favourite songs and 
traditional nursery 
rhymes 

Growing songs: 
-5 little peas in a pea 
pod press. 
-Old Macdonald had a 
farm 
-I dig my garden 
-The big red tractor 
- Sleeping bunnies 

Life Cycle songs: 
-There’s a tiny 
caterpillar on a 
leaf...wiggle, wiggle 
-Wiggley woo 
-Down in the jungle  
- traditional nursery 
rhymes 

Summer Songs: 
-The sun has got his 
hat on. 
-Row row row your 
boat 
-Down in the Jungle 
- traditional nursery 
rhymes 

The book titles in red are used in the two year old room 


